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Tok ACCUSED BEFORE THE COURT.

“Combo George " was brought be.
fore  Messrn Jolhifle  wnd  Privert, |
J's.P., at the Healesville ecourt
veaterday and  charged with assault
with ntent to commit an offence.

Suprrintendent Graves appeared to
prn.qmmr.r-.

The young girl who was the vietim
of the brutal asssult, gave her evi
denee elenrly and cdwlyv under the
cireummstances, She sad she lived
about five miles from Healosville with
her mother. She was i Heals sville
on Saturday, Tth inst., and lefe the |
townsihiip about 5.3%0 to retarn home
along the main road, She had got
about Lalf way when the accused with
out any notice jumped out from he.
hind some bnshes He graibed her
roughly and threw hev in the bushes,
at the smme  tane plecing his hand
over her month. ~he struggeled and
fought witn him and had nearly sue-
cevded i getting up when he struck
her and knocked her down again, She |}
could not use her hands as he had
hold of them bnt she kicked violently.
After strugghvg for some time she ]
managed again o almost free herself,
hut Ill I{hurklﬂli h!'l" hﬂf_‘.k iﬂlﬂ thf‘
hushes, He then suddenly relsxed his
hold and made off towards Healeswl e,
She serambled ty her fect and ran ro
Mr Potts' house. Sl saw Jabes,
Oliver and Miss Vielet Ports and told
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them the satne as she had teld the :
Bench., She was earrving o bhasket
containing varions gonds at the time }
of the assonlt, bot she had nothng | |
when she arrivedd at Pouts', Her hiat !
and umbrella were also left behind in |
the struggle, She stayed at the hous- |
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f r wbout an hour nnd then went howme
“l"‘l]l“]‘l-lrl}il"ll l-:,r on# of the Potts ’tnr}}- 8,
She never saw  the accused till he
sprang cut from bebind the boshes |
he never gave her g secona’s notics,

The blouse and skirt the girl was
weartne at the tine of the ussanlt were
prndum--l and identied by the witness
They wers much dirtied and torn as
the re=ult of the black's savage atrack.

J:;’lu-z I"'”Tf-.* Fi‘hiiitll‘_“_ nk Bun;_:ur
Creek, satd he remembered the Tth
September, When the previous witness
caine Lo his liouse at about 6 40 1n the
evening.  She was greatly upset and
crying, She rushed through the open
door wind foll up ngainst the one oppo-
gite, which was closed, His brother
Oly and sister Violet and others were
there nlso.  The evidence the girl gave
that day was to the same elfrct as
what she told them st the house. He
went with his Lrother to the scene of
the sssault—abou 400 yards from his
place—to search for the girl's pro-
perty. He found an open umbrella
and basker, with its contents rcat-
tered about, some with wrappers off. ly.
ing on the side of the road. The
bushes were broken down and the
ferns trampled, showing, in his opi-
nion, wheres a desparate struggle had
taken place. He nlso found a hat and
one glove at thespot.  He recognised
the accused from the description given
br the girl.

Oliver Henry Potta corroborated his
brother's evidence., as slso did his sis.
ter, Miss Violet Potts, who added that
the girl's coat was open wnd her bair
down when she arrrived at the house
—she was in a terrible state,

Constable Hutchinson deposed to
visiting = blacks' camp at
Meile whan ha hoard of tha atiack
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Oreck when he heard of the attack.
He nsked for Combo George, and ac-
cased said ** 1'm the man.” He (wit.
ness) asked h'm how he was dressed on
Saturday night and he said he was
wearing the same clothes as ha was
then. He informed accused that

girl had been assaulted by a man an-
swering bis description. He never de-
pied it, but said—* I left here about

1 'M&urhy-wdﬂudm
L:}Mlﬂl ,

to H abost 7.30."
Tie (witoess), accompanied by

¢

then visited the Corandesrk

pal Station, and picked out two hlack-
fellows resembling Comhbo George as
nearly as possible.  He conveyed the
three to the police station and placed
them in the office side by side, He
then sent for the girl, who identitind
aceused as the man who assanited Ler,
She said, pointing to George, ** This is
the man, | am positive.”” He then ar-
rested him.

Constable McLeod (Yarra Glen)
corroborated Qonstable Hutchinson's
evidence, and said that accased denied
to him that hie was the offender. |

This concluded the evidence for the |
prosecution,

The accused, after having his posi.
tion f:trnrl_v p'_h.'plainw'] by the Clerk of |
Courts, pleaded guilty and signed the
charge, He was remanded to stand his |
trial at the Htlpﬂ‘nlh Cour: on Mon- |
dll}', Hr'ptmuhur 16 :

The Bench (to aceused) : You know |
the meaning of what you have said * |

The bLlack nodded liis head, and |
Superintendent Graves  exclaimed, |
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Superintendent  Graves  exclaimed,
“Oh yex! He's been through the

mill hefore.*”
The prisoner was then removed and

econveyed to the Qity lock-up by the
Morninge train.,




